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HOW HE NEVER KNEW Bs. ra- 
RENTS, AND CAME TO HAVE A 
FATHER NQTWITUSTANDING, 


TOHN-GEHLPIN, whoſe life 
! forms the ſubje of the fol- 
lowing ſheets, Was by trade 
linen draper, and for many years 
lhept a ſhop, nearly oppoſite: Mex- 
2 Cheapſide, | 
B 


(2 ] 
Who the real parents of Mr. Gil- 
pin were, is not ſo certain. The 
beſt and moſt probable account of it 
is, that his father and mother were 
”. perſons well known in divers parts 
ok the country, for their periodical 
” _ excurſions with wild beaſts, and 
other animals thought worthy the 
public curiofity, and that in their 
way from Epſom, where they had 
beon for ſome days with their exhi- 
bition, toGuildford, the mother was 
taken in labour, and delivered of 
Jobn Gilpin, at Leatherhead, to- 
— the end of the year 1729. 


n \ 


„ 2 + The father and mother, fully i in · 6 


| tended to deter. after a lay of a 
day 


\ 8 
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day or two at Guildford, to Londen, 
where preparations were making 
for the lying-in, but about a mile 
or two the other ſide of Epſom, they 
accidentally fell in with an vnruly 
calf, which, being beat by the 
driver, ſet up a moſt uncommon 
noiſe, and ſo affrighted the poor 
women, that ſhe could hardly reach 
Leatherhead before ſhe was deliver- 
ed of a by, the features of which 
ſo much reſembled thoſe of the 
calf, to ſay nothing of the head it- 
ſelf, as to have, at firſt, very nearly 
induced the doctor to pronounce it 


an aQual abortion, or not worth 
the trouble of rearing it up. Job” © 


Gilpin, however, was reſerved for 
B 2 a very 
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different fate than what 
ſack a decree : would haye f objected 
bim to, and | his life was 'preſeryed, 
rience as 


perhaps, to. exper _— 


; have ever bee 


viciſlitudes as 


I ine 86 


J 


known to fall withjn the 1 


of years to which our exiſtence i is 


generally confined. ROOT, . 


Mr. Gilpin's father, whoſe name 
is one amongſt the many thouſand 
altogether unknown, and forgotten 
to the preſent age, willing, like his 


A to ſeize every opportunity of 


ting a penny, uſed to carry with 
10 collection of wild beaſts ſeveral 


aſſes, for the purpoſe of ſupplying 


9 


milk, and one Mr, Gilpin, in the 
2 commiſſion 


FE 
commilſion of the peace, having 
threatened him with the houſe of 


n 0 Gam 


correQion, as a vagrant, be ſent his 
aſs up ſtairs to him one morning, in 
Lincola' Inn F ields, where be 
lived. with a label faſtened round 


20 "Y ? 4 3 7% 


his neck containing his compli- 
ments, and reque in his worſhip 
to ſend | by bim, the —— of his 
commitment, i as ; the fittelt mel 
t £30 . food Be oc 
5 ela This only ſerved to 
iheenſe his worth ip * more, and 
ib render certain, 15 had hither- 
ts been but doubtful, the juſtice 
ever intending to put his threat 


TC) EP 


into execution. This freſh affront, 
bret preſently determined 


him, : | 


BA. 


him, and a warrant was aQually 
ſigned for the commitment of Gil- 
pins father to Bride well, as coming 
immediately under the vagrant acc. 


18101 


There are . men, however, 
"whoſe anger may not be appeaſed in 
ſome way or other, and the un- 
named anceſtor of John Gil pin, ſoon 
found means to make peace with 
the Juſtice, by underſtanding that 
| he was moſt immoderately fond of 
a fine fat pig, and ſending the next 
day, an apology in the moſt hum- 
ble terms, for his conduct, and 
begging bis acceptance at the fame 
time of a moſt delicious one of his 

7 own feeding, all which his wor- 
| ſhip 


LS 4 


ſhip was pleaſed to Geniſy he was 
moſt graciouſly inclined to receive, 


and deſired withal, that the pig 
might be ſcnt to him the follow- 


ing Sunday, to his country houſe 
at Highgate. 


Accordingly his worſhip, l;uv:ing 
previouſly invited the parſon cf the 
pariſh to dine with him, conſider- 
ing the intended preſent as a ſnug 
dinner juſt for themſelves ; about 
eleven o'clock in the morning, a 
ſmart-looking lad left ſomething 
packed up in a hand-baſket, with 
a neat flip of paper tied to it, 
directed to the right worſbipful Mr. 
Juſtice 1 which having care- 

| fully 


— — — 
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fully given to the maid ſervant, 
with orders for her delivering it 
immediately to his worſhip, he 
went back the ſame way he came, 
but with much more haſte ! 


The juſtice, who had kept a 
pretty ſharp eye on the door, no 
ſooner ſaw the meſſenger at it, 
than he concluded that the pig was 


brought, and coming to the top of 


the fairs; moſt Tuſtily ordered Berry 
to bring it up, aſking at her, at the 
fame time, if there was a good fire, 
ind evety thing ready for baſting 
the pig; but no ſooner was the 
baſket opened, than the pig turned 


out to be a fine chopping boy, with 
a card 


14 71 
a' card from Gilpin's father, beg- 
ging his acceptance of the ſame. 


Iii ble to fay, whether 
e the Sh wi moſt. 
oniſhed and ſurp riſed, the — 
mer at the dee of the fel- 
low, and the latter from her ſe 
5500 thinking that the child 
va was laid a at the right door; what 
v 1280 © however, the old jultice 
= va the parſon's believing it 
to be a premeditated affront, upon 
being told of -the diſappointment - 
his worſhip had met with, and 
turning upon his heels, with an 
intimation, that if he had known 
it, be ſhould have had no occaon 
B 5 to 


I. 3 


to have burried away his, congre- 
ation. 


Y 


The juſtice, however, who had 
no child of his own, and excepting 
a few peculiarities, was not, with- 
out a conſiderable ſhare of good- 
nature, got, at length, the better of 


his paſſion, forgave. the rogue of 
a father, and adopted the child, 
which * called aſter his, own 


( un } 


' CHAPTER Il. 


„now HE WAS' SENT TO SCHOOL 
= 2 | 

FOR EDUCATION, AND NEVER 
LEARNT ANY THING AT ALL. 


HE juſtice, the next day, 
ſent for a nurſe, to whoſe 


care he committed: the child, and 
the week after ſent for it home, 


where he had it chiiſtened by the 
name of Joby Caper 


| Noting very *I ſeipech⸗ 
ing it happened during the time it 
was at nurſe, except that no one 


17 could | 


{ 12 3 
could be prevailed upon to keep it 
above three or four months to- 
gether, on account of the nacom- 
mon trouble it occaſioned, as it 
would. frequently cry and teaze. 
the nurſe for pap, after a much 
greater quantity had been given it 
than-would have ſerved any three 
or In, and what is yet 
oro extraordinary, the ſame de- 
= for that kind of food, conti- 
nued with it until it had attained 
its ſeventh year, when it became 
po very greedy after it; that it way - 
with the greateſt difficulty imagin- 
able, that twice the beating a 
 fibek-fiſh would take, conld poſſi- 


iy break it of it. 
gh: At 


b 2” 1 

Ar te age of thirtech; avs 
after being at the juſtice's four 
or five years, without any very fa- 
vdurable progtioſtics of Fit, or ge- 
mus, Maſter Gilpin was ſent to 
grammar ſchool in the neighbour- 
hood of Highgate, where he had 
not long been before he became the 
butt of his ſchool fellows, and a 
perpetual ſubject of fun and ridi- 
cule, not more on account of the 
| dulneſs of his underſtanding, than 
the rotundity of form his body aſ- 
ſumed, being of his age uncom- 
monly "fat and groſs, which occa- 
ſioned him to have many appella- 
tions of contempt and deriſion, 
and which added to a very large 
plump 


| endeavoured to teach, bim any 


„„ 


plump pair of cheeks, with his hair 
hanging down in,great quantities 
about his ſhoulders, made his ap- 
pearance of too ludicrous a nature, 
not to fafour the boys much in 


e the ſport they were continually 


making of him. 


LEE $25.07 


It was in vain that the maſter 


thing farther - 5 the common 
rules of arithmetic, and the ſpelling 


of three or four ſyllables, and even 
1 


thoſe things he was o very dull i in, 


as frequently to go "without, "the 


pudding or pye, dealt out to the 
other boys, merely becauſe he could 
not ſpelt what might happen to be 


1 i 033006; o.. 
8 His 
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His ſchool-fellows, at length, 
played ſo many tricks with him, 
that his life became inſupportable. 
There was ſeldom a day paſſed, that 
they did not contrive to bring him 
into ſome ſcrape or other, for the 
purpoſe of getting him beat. If 
he fell aſleep, which he very often 
did, poring over his book, they 
were ſure to faſten the collar uſed 
as a puniſhment for thoſe that 
played truant, round his neck, the 
key of which, after locking it, they 


would ſlip into the pocket of the 
maſter; at other times, they would 
rob ſome neighbouring orchard of 
fruit, and after putting what might 
be rotten of it into his ſarcbell, in- 


11 
ti againſt him as the perſon who 
had comithifttd the theft; ſonie: 
times they would tie 4 piece of 
firing to onè of his letze, and aH 
wafds'tothe mater s deſk, fo that 
when the ſchobl broke up, pdbt 
Gilpii us Tre ti pull every tkllig 
dawn But hib cafs; in ſhore, s 
dpportunfty was ever loſt Keule 
ing Him an Lane — ſpatt 
af" merräment. 


Ab but however,” 4 engel 
happened that relieved him from 
his'difaprecable ſituation· Orit of 
the boys who had grofsly offended 
. lirfater,/having'a note ſent him 
for ner to give him a good 
n 


1 
whipping, with his poſitive in- 
junctions for delivering the ſame, 
without any name in it, the wick- 
ed rogue archly prevailed on young 
*Z Gilpin, in conſidetation of u roll 
and treaele, fitſt had and obtained, 
to preſent the ſame in his ſtead, 
and nothing more being requeſted 
in it, than that the bearer might, 
at the deſire of the boy's father, 
have a proper chaſtiſement for 
ſome very ill behaviour; the maſ- 
ter had poor Gilpin immediately 
horſed, and he was inſtantly made 
to receive the puniſhment intend- 
ed for the boy that had put the 
trick upon him. 


Whatever 


( 138 1 


Whatever immediate inconveni- 

ence this might put him to, it 
proved, however, in the end, the 
means of his relief, for the uſage 

be received, coming to the cars of 
* the juſtice, he direaly took him 


from'the ſchool, and pretty nearly 
as wiſe as when he firſt went to it. 
. | 
* of. vs 131 
| rr 14 
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CHAPTER III. 


HOW HE WAS APPRENTICED OUT, 
AND NEVER KNEW HIS TRADE. 


R. Juſtice Gilpin had no 

ſooner taken him home, 
than he began ſcriouſly to conſider, 
in what manner he ſhould diſpoſe 
of him. Young Gilpin himſelf, who 
had a very martial turn, was for 


3 going into the army, but the old 


gentleman had no opinion of any 
other commiſſion, than that of the 
peace, and thought him beſides, 
much too dull and unpoliſhed, ever 

to 


[ 20 J 

to make any figure in a military 
line ; his worſhip, indeed, thought 
he might do very well for the ſea, 
and even went ſo far as to ſay, he 
would procure him a midſhipman's 
birth, but John Gilpin diſliking this 
as much as his worſhip liked the 
other, a medium way was ſtruck 
out, and tie was accordingly ap- 
preuileed th 4 Hinen-draper, ticarly 
oppotite Mercer's Hall, Cheapfide. 


5. . „ eee eee 
woung Cin had ſcarcely been 


4 month in his apprenticeſhip, be- 
fore he became the butt of every 
| one in the houſe, and the cauſe of 
tontinual diſagr&ments between 
himſelf and his maſter ; from being 
85 ſent 


[a] 


ſent on a thouſand fool's errands, 
tricks were practiſed on him of a 
greater magnitude, till at length 

his name became proverbial among 
the city bucks, and a Joke was 


never played off upon any one, 
but it was immediately called a 


Gilpin, © firw 


Very unfortynately too for young 
Gilpin, notwithſtanding a very ex- 
traordinary dylneſs of features, 
and aukwardneſs of manpers, no- 
thing could perſuade him but that 
he had at this time a very hand- 
ſome perſon, and graceful air; nor 
was he leſs conceited as to his wit 
and underſtanding, the leaſt at- 


tempt 


1 


Gap at * of which, never 
failed expoſing him to the circle of 
his ye. 


_— ? 
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A pretty competent judgment of 
this may be formed, if it were but 
from the fact of his having, at the 
age of nineteen, ſuffered himſelf to 
be ſo egregiouſly impoſed upon as 
to be ſent down to Greenwich, on 
an Eaſter Monday, to ſee the lions 
in the tower waſhed, which he was 
told would be taken there for that 


purpoſe. 


With regard to his buſineſs, Mr. 

_ Saunders, his maſter, found it ſo 
impoſſible to intruſt him with any 
part 


1 231 
part of it, without his making 
ſome blunder or other, that he, at 
length, left him to employ his time 
juſt as he thought proper, thinking 
it of no kind of uſe to him. In 
conſequence of this, young Gilpin 
daſhed out into whateyer was 
thought gay and faſhionable. He 
attended the hunt on Epping Fo- 
reft, the reviews at Black-heath, 
the races of Aſcot and Epſom, ſail- 
ed down to Blackwal/ to eat white 


bait, and, upon an occaſion, help- 
ed, not a little, to kick up the duſt 
in a phaeton and pair, with ſome 
good-natured damſel, and ſervant 
for the day, to the Star and Garter 
at Richmond, to all which purpoſes, 
and 


{I 4%] 
and many, others, of a like nature, 


he appropriated. the very hand- 
ſome allowance man him by. the 


Inſlice. 


At home, young Cilpin way,at 
the, top of eugry thing polite, ang 
elegant, Maryhone, Gardens, and 
Finchis Grotto, were: dull without 
him. The. Coſſec · houſes, ngyer 
failed, when, ahſent, to miſs, his 
* _ _ campany, The. Mall in, Meor- 
elan the Ride in Hyde Park, and 
tze walk in St. James s Park, were 
fled with whiſpers upon his ap- 
pearance: the whole corps,of mil- 
liners, and city nymphs reſounded 
* praiſe; and the windows of 
the 
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the Green-houſe in Kenfngton 
Gardens, were ſcratched from one 
end to the other, by ſome fair 
hand, with a thouſand different 


ſpecies of poetry in his favour. 


Young Gilpin was, beſides, cer- 
tain to attend every new produc- 
tion at either of the Thettres, and 
which he obſtinately did for two 
or three years, notwithſtanding he 
was ſeveral times turned out of 
the 'pit, for hiſſing the only good 
parts of the piece then 31 
3 the houſe. 


But a thing worſe than all, was, 
the impoſition that his extreme va- 


C nity _ 
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ing young Gilpin, who never 


nity continually expoſed him to. 
Fictieious letters from ſome well- 
known beauty, or fayourite toaſt, 
were frequently fabricated, and he 
was perpetually carried to Hamp- 
Head, Richmond Windſor, and other 


ports of the country, after ſome vi- 


fronary object, that had no cxift- 


ener whatever, but in the ſiction of 


his friends, or the working of his 
on conceit; ſometimes they would 
write to him. in the name of ſome 


lady of family and fortune, by a 
perſon: dreſſed in the livery of her 
ſervant, caufing him afterwards to 
go into the very houſe, under ſome 
pretence or other, which, convinc- 
failed 


to 


4 
, 
* 
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to watch him, that the letter was 
real, frequently got himſelf well 
caned upon waiting on the lady, and 
at other times, they would make 
an appointment between him and 
the wife of ſome citizen, at the 
public gardens, cauſing her to give 
a deſcription of her dreſs as a ſig 
nal for him, which G:/pin credulou- 
ly believing, never neglected to ac- 
coſt the firſt woman that fell into 
his way, who might anſwer the ac- 
connt given, and as ſeldom failed 
getting a good beating, by the huſe 
band, or gallant, in whoſe company 
ſhe might happen to be. 


C 2 


It 


” © mm 
It was one of theſe unfortunate 
experiments on young Gilpin's va- 
nity and cr-dulity, that ' cauſed 
another revolution of his fate, at a 
much earlier period than it would 
naturally have takea place, 3 


In order, if poſſible, to cute him 
effeQually of his folly, his fellow 
apprentices gave him an invitation 
to meet a lady of faſbion and di- 
ſtinction at Rane/agh. As young 
Gilpin was determined to give her 
the deſited interview in a ſtyle 
uitahlle to her rank, the loan of a 
moſtelegant laced ſuit of cloaths 
was negociated in Monmouth- 
ſtreet, for that evening only, and a 


new 


( 29 J 

new bow of white ſattin ribbon 
edged with pink and filver was 

made up on the occaſion for his 
ſilver-hilted ſword, the blade of 
which his ſellow apprentices found- 
means to break off juſt at the top, 

and to ſubſtitute his yard meaſure, 

which was round and of an equal 
length, in its ſlead. 


Having armed himſelf, at all 
points, in the very top of the fa- 
ſhion, juſt before the duſk of the 
evening young Gi/pin, not being 
able to procure a coach, darted 
through Cheapſide, and continued 
his route along Fleet-ſtreet and the 
Strand, to Charing- croſs, where 


8 7 T8 
an eighteen · penny fare preſently 
ſet him down at Ranelagb, every 
one he met making a full ſtand 
at him, and all the people in the 
ſhops he paſſed, as well as gentle- 
folks in their carriages, ſtretching. 
out their heads, and looking after 
him as far as they could, wondering 

what new conqueſt he was about to 
make, for all, more or leſs, knew 
ſomething of him. 


Young Gilpin got there ſafe, and 
faw the lady as deſcribed in his let- 
ter, but ſoon had reaſon to lament 
his good fortune, for going up to 
| aecoſt her, it was taken fo ill by 

the gentleman, whoſe arm the 
45 then 


F 


then had hold of, that, without 
any preliminaties, bis ſhoulders 
were made to feel two or three 
pretty ſmart ſtrokes from his cane, 
which ſo irritated young Gilpin, as 
to cauſe him immediately to draw, 
when /o / inſtcad of the blade of a 
ſword, out came the yard mea/urc, 
which his antagoniſt catching hold 
of, inſtantly broke about hit hend, 
and poor Gilpin was fairly kicked 
out of the place. 


His maſter now began very ſe- 
riouſly to conſider of his conduct, 
and fearing that his own houſe 
and family would ſoon ſhare in 
the ridicule that young Gilpin had 

made 


15K 1 

made himſelf the ſubject of, poſi- 
tively inſiſted upon bis quitting 
bis ſervice. 
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. CHAPTER IV, 


now THE JUSTICE FORBADE HIM 
BIS HOUSE, AND HOW HE WENT- 
TO IT NEVERTHELESS, 


HOUGH young Gilpin found, 
1 no doubt, a very great ſa- 
tisfaQion in the pleaſures he was 
enjoying, the continual dunning 
of his creditors, for by this time 
his extravagance had plunged him 
over head and cars in debt, made 
him, at laſt, as much deſirous as 
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in which he was not a little eu- 
couraged by the hope he enter- 
tained of a favourable reception 
from the juftice, not in the leaft 
ſuſpeQing, that he had been at all 
acquainted with the line of oon. 
duct be had obſerved. 


He accordingly wrote ta Mr. 
' Fuſtice Gelpin, for the purpoſe of 
informing him, that he could no 
longer remain with his maſter, 
and was, therefore, under a necol- 
ſity of wiſhing that be might bave. 
his permiſſion of returning home. 
ln a few days, a letter in anſwet 
was written to young Gi/pin, but his 
* apprentices, wha were cn 

tinually 
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ticually diverting themkelves at 
his expence, intercepted the, ſa me, 
which in moſt dire and peremp- 
tory terms, poſitively forbade his 
coming to his houſe, or quitting 
his maſter's ſervice, adding at the 
ſame time, that his behaviour had 
been ſo very bad, that he ſhould - 
flop his allowance, and cut him off, 
at his death, with a ſingle ſhilling, 
as a mark of his diſpleaſore; and 
reſentment. 


ä The leiter alſo added, that even 
had he ſtill continued in bis good 
inconvenient to him to have re- 
2 theys wes. not they 
a ſpare - 
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& ſpare 1 and as to 
the young lady he had enquired 
aſter, ſhe begged be would think 
n6/ more of her, as ſhe was then at 
the point of marriage with a gen- 
Heman, a lieutenant colonel in the 
_ Siffex'militia. + . a 


: 


5 Gilpin's fellow apprentices hav- 
ing got this letter, brought by the 
poſt from the Juſtice at Bright- 
helmſtone, to which place he had 

retired, they determined to ſup- 
pres it, and deliver young Gilpin a 
cvunterfeit letter in its ſtead, in 
which the Juſtice ſhould be made 

- to'give him a favourable anſwer. 


. | 
21 the 


%. 
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the Juſtice had ſent, and wrote 
another in its toom, in which the 
juſtice was made to tell him, that- 
he entirely approved of his quit- 
ting his maſter's ſervice, and ex - 
pected to ſee him at Brighthelm- 
| fone as ſoon as poſlible ; that he 
had cauſed an apartment to be 
fitted pp for him; and that the 
young lady, Miſt Forbes, he aſlc- 
ed after, deſired to be remembered 
to him with every poſſible mark 
of love and reſpect. The letter 
concluded with deſiring that he 
would loſe no time, but let him ſee 
r ee 


[8] 
The hand-writing of the juſtice, 


and the. poſt mark were fo well 
eounterſeited, that young Gilpin 
faw-no reaſon to think any impo- 
fition had been practiſed, and im- 
mediately concluded it to be a ge- 
nuine letter. He accordingly loſt 
no time in preparing for his in- 
tended viſit to the juſtice, and in 
tb courſe of two or three days, 
fat offf for Brighthelmftone, with a 
cquple of his companions, where 
benabfaſt. Hi DSU}: 

Sat ene 
Young, G gre ding 2 
mitted into the 's preſence, 
approached his worſhip with a 
great 
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great deal of confidence, and e- 
peed a ſuitable return, but the 
old gentleman received him very 
coolly, and with great indifference 
aſked him, bow be did. Maſter 
Gilpin, could plainly perceive that 
all was not right, and though he 
could not readily reconcile it with 
the letter he had received, he was, 
nevertheleſs, determined to wait 
patiently for the juſtice's being in 
a better humour. On the other 
hand, his worſhip, though he bad 
forbade him the houſe, could not 
find in his beart to turn him out 
before he had dined. 
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"Accordingly he was permitted to 
fit "down to dinner, and every 
thing, to appearance, was going 
on very ſmoothly, but nothing in 
this life is certain! the juſtice had 
j6ſt got the better of his anger, at 
being ſplaſhed all over by young 
Gilpin's helping him to ſome gooſe, 
and now a freſh cauſe of his diſ- 

pleaſure! aroſe; that was not to be 
endured, much leſs-for readily done 
aways for the juſtice aſking him 
if -be would bave any more damſon 
mained. in the: diſh, and after'tak- 
ing two or three-ſpoonfuls out of 
it, applied his mouth to the edge 
with an intention of pouring the 
bh 25H Rep fyrup 
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ſyrup that was left down his 
throat, but the diſh accidentally 
flipping aſide his mouth, the whole 
of it went upon the laced frill of 
his ſhirt, and white ſattin waiſt- 
coat. This put the juſtice into 
ſuch a paſſion, that he immedi. 
ately called him a careleſs dog, 
and told him that he had indeed 
a great deal of aſſurance in coming 
there at all. p 


Young Gilpin inſtantly replied, 
that be had not come there if he had 
not been defired ſo to do. ** If you 
** bad not been defired ſo to do! 

** (exclaimed the juſtice) How dare 
vou to talk in this manner, when 


« ] poſi- 
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*] poſitively forbade you my 
% houſe? and told you in my letter, 
« that I ſhould cut you off with 
* a ſhilling?” © Your letter, fir, 
« (anſwered young Gilpin) inform- 
* ed me of no ſuch thing, but, on 
the contrary, told me you ſhould 
be glad to ſee me, and that you 
« deſired I would loſe no time in 
he coming to you, as the letter it - 
* ſelf (producing it at the ſame 
moment to the juſtice) will beſt 
% prove.” The juſtice immedi- 
ately ſeized hold of the letter, 
and no ſooner ran his eye over it, 
than he declared the whole of it a 
moſt impudent "forgery, in which 
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he was corroborated by Miſs Fvr- 
bes, who was then preſent. 


Young Gilpin attempted a reply, 
but the old gentleman catched hold 
of a cane, and vowed he would 


break every bone he had, if he did 
not immediately return back to 
his maſter, and prove a dutiful 


apprentice, 


"CHAPTER v. 


HOW HE INTENDED TO ESPFOUSE A 
/ MISS LOVEALL, AND WAS Max- 
RID To His MASTER's WIDOW. 


er H the feelings of 

young Gilpin were perhaps 
the laſt in the world to be hurt, 
his pride became, nevertheleſs, ſo 
very ſenſibly affected, at his being 
- ſent back again to his maſter, that 
it was ſeveral days before he could 
poſſibly hold up his head. 


He 
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He had ſcarcely recovered his 
ſpirits, however, before he deter- 
mined to marry a young lady that 
would render him, at once, inde- 
pendent of his worſhip, and the 
world at large, and to enable him 
to do which, the conſent of the 
fair one, was all that he food in 
need of. The perſon here alluded 
to, was a Miſs Loveall, in whoſe 
eye he had long flattered himſelf 
he had been thought ſomething 
more than mortal. 


He accordingly prevailed on Mr. 
Beville, a friend of his, to wait 
upon the young lady with a decla- 
ration of his paſſion, but inſtcad 

of 
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of its producing any fort of return 
from her, the young lady became 
enamoured with Mr, Beville, and 

the plenipotentiary from the court 
of love, in behalf of young Gilpin, 
improved it ſo faccefsfully, that in 
lefs than a fortnight after ſeeing 
ene another, they were actually 
married, Mr. Beule, who was 
# young gentleman of confidera- 
ble property, having firſt gene- 
ou ſettled the whole of her for- 


tune upon her. 


' This, however, being kept a 
profound ſecret from young Gilpin, 
he foon afterwards, thinking mat- 


ters ſufficicatly ripe for his pur- 
poſe, 


1 


poſe, inſiſted upon Mr. Beville's 
accompanying him to Miſe Loveall, 
ſuppoſing her yet unmarried, in 
order to be preſent at the Snal ad- 
juſtment of the neceſſary prelimi- 
naries. Mr, Beville, than whom, no 
one better loved a joke, not only 
favoured his ignorance and vanity, 
but actually agreed to attend him 
to Miſs Loveal/s the day he ap- 
pointed, when he even went fo 
far as to ſuffer himſelf to be intro- 
duced to her. 


Mr. Beville thanked him for his 
politeneſs, and expreſſed the ſenſe 
he had of the great honour in- 
tended him, but wiſhed at the 

ſame 
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fame time, when he thought pro- 
per to preſent him to a lady he 
was upon the point of being mar- 
ried to, it had not been 351 own 
wife | Young Gilpin was thunder- 
firuck at this, but a little explana- 
nation ſoon convinced him that it 
was really ſo, and that the young 
lady, liking Mr. Beville better than 
He did bim, had given him her 
hand in marriage. 


Young Gilpin, however, was de- 

_ termined not to ſubmit to what he 
called an attack, not only on his 
honour, but againſt his peace and 
happineſs, and could not be diſ. 
ſuaded from ſending Mr, Beville a 
challenge, 


#. £4 : 
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challenge, which he accepted, and 
the party and ſcconds took the 
field the next day. 


An expedient, however, was hit 
upon by Mr. Beville and the ſe- 
conds to prevent any fatal conſe- 
quences, and as ſoon as Mr, Beville 
fired, in return to young Gilpin's 
_ diſcharge, for neither piſtol had 
any ball, the latter's ſecond cried 
out, that be (young Gilpin) was 
wounded, and immediately, un- 
der pretence of putting his hand 
to the part, emptied a fall 
phial bottle of blood, which run- 
ning all down his waiſtcoat, and 

making a great ſhew upon the 
| D ground, 


19 ] 
ground, cauſed young Gilpin to ex- 
claim, that he was a dead man! 
Taking advantage of his fears, 
they affected to be under no ſmall 
apprehenſions of his life's being in 
danger, and had him inſtantly con- 
veyed home, where one of the fa- 
eulty, who defired to participate 
of the joke, put a bandage over 
his eyes, pretending that his wound 
was too ſhocking for him to ſee, 
and fo purged, cupped, and phle- 
botomiſed, the unfortunate patient, 
that he was almoſt reduced to a 
ſkeleton before he was pronounced 
. entirely recovered of the wound 
he had received. 


The 
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The affair getting wind, young 
Gilpin was too much chagrined to 
come abroad, and his maſter, Mr. 
Saunders, dying, he determined, 
being in the laſt month of his | 
apprenticeſhip, upon paying his 
addreſſes to his widow, who flat- 
tering herſelf that the juſtice would 
leave him all he had, at his death, 


encouraged him in his fait, and 
they were accordingly married in 
a very ſhort time afterwards. 
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CHAPTER VI. 
1 
HOW HE CARRIED ON THE BUSI1- 
' NESS, AND SCARCELY EVER 
MEDDLED WITH IT, 


OHN GILPIN had no ſooner 
entered into the matrimonial 
ſtate, than he inſtantly diſpatched 
a ſpecial meſſenger with the news 
thereof to the juſtice, thinking 
that his having taken to himſelf a 
wife, would afford ſuch an earneſt 
of his future good conduct, as to 
bring about a reconciliation ; but 
the juſtice, ſo far from approv- 
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ing of the match he had made, 
or indeed, of his marrying at all, 
became more incenſed than ever, 
and wrote him in the moſt expreſs 
and poſitive terms, that he would 
never forgive him for what he had 
done; and ſurely nothing could 
have proved more unfortunate for 
Jobn Gilpin, than his giving him 
freſh cauſe of offence juſt at this 
time ; for in leſs than a month af- 
terwards, the juſtice was taken ill, 
and carricd off in a few days by a 
putrid fever. 


The death of the juſtice, whoſe 
ſon Fohn Gilpin had always been 
taught to believe he was, raiſed 
| every 


* 
* 
— 


. 
every emotion in his breaſt of 


concern and furprize, but his be- 
queathing him no more than a 


e legacy of five hundred pounds, and 


The thop too, was in foll buſineſs, 


adding a note thereto, that he had 


the ſatisſaction of reflecting at his 


death, that he was no ſon of bis, 
abſolutely threw him into a fit of 


fined him to his bed. 


| Having obtained a re-eftabliſh- 


ment of his health, he began to re- 
flect a little on his ſituation, His 


wife had not yet ſeen her thirtieth 
year, and had a very conſiderable. 
value in ready money by her. 


ſo 


ſickneſs, which for ſome time con- 
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ſo that John Gilpin determined 
upon continuing the trade, and all 
things conſidered, did not look ei- 
ther upon his preſent ſtate, or fu- 
ture proſpects, in quite ſo deſpond- 
ing a point of view, as bc had at 
firſt confidered them. 


And bete, indced, the exttabr- 
dinary whim of John Gilpin exhi- 
bited an additional proof of there 
being certain revolutions in man, 
as well as in empires; for ſcarcely 
had he applied himſelf to bufinets 
fix months, before bis hair was en- 
changed for a wig, his fword for a 
yard meaſure, and his ort frock 
and tambour waiftcoat, for a good 
plain 


1 
plain brown ſuit of cloaths, which 


he had bruſhed clean every morn- 
ing before he came into the ſhop. 


But even here only a glimmer- 
ing of hope preſented itſelf, for the 
fat was, that he had only given 
up one ſpecies of puppyiſm for ano- 
ther. His ſhoes were now, nicely 
ſhined every day, with the true 
patent blacking, juſt then brought 
into uſe, and his looking glaſs was 

fixed as faſt in the moſt conſpicu- 
ous part of the ſhop, asa bad ſhil- 
ling to the compter. But inſtead 
of attending upon the cuſtomers 
with his goods, and diſcanting for 
half an hour together on the fine- 
nia” _ neſs 
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neſs of a piece of muſlin, his 
time was wholly employed in 
entertaining the ladies in the 
back parlour, and treating, at 
large, of the excellency of his coffee 
and chocolate! It was happy, 
however, for him, that Mrs. G#/- 
pins cleverneſs in buſineſs, fen- 
dered bis not interfering in it, of 
no kind of conſequence, and fo 
long as he kept at home, ſhe had 
ſenſe enough to make it a matter 
of indifference in what manner he 
employed his time. 


 Indulged, therefore, in his vein 
of humour, no man was ever a clo- 
ſer houſe-keeper. His mind, how - 
ever, till dwelling on a military 
D 5. liſe, 


- 
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life, he could not reſiſt the impulſe 


of his inclinations for entering in- 
to the Tram d Bands, of which he 
was made @ captain, and had a 
company in the ye//ow regunent, 
which Mrs. G:/pin was ſo much of- 
 fended at, that having. ſome little 
time afterwards the ee jaun- 
dice, ſhe was ſpiteful enough to 
pronounce it a judgment on him 
for becoming a ſaldier, as ſhe was 
pleaſed to expreſs it. 


This, however, became his 606- 
by-borſe, and his accountrements, 
every Saturday, were burniſhed, 
and brightened up, with the braſs 
. candlefticks, and culinary articles, 
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by his favourite houſe-maid, and 
_ kept conſtantly hanging over the 
chimney piece in his dining par- 
lour ; ſo very partial, indeed, was 
he to this new characQer, that he 
even went to the expence of hay- 
ing his picture drawn at full length, 
which he ornamented with a moſt 
elegant frame, and had hung over 
the fire place in his beſt room. 
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- CHAPTER VI. 


now HE THOUGHT HIMSELF A 
_ SENSIBLE MAN, AND WAS MADE 
A FOOL OF BY EVERY ONE. 


HE world abounds with in- 
dividuals, who ſeem as if 
L they were marked out, and intend- 

eld to be the butt, and ridicule of 
others, and no one could ſurely 
- appear more ſo than John Gil- 
3 whatever might be his 
ſituation, 


7 
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ſituation, was always certain of 
finding himſelf a ſubject of public 
ſport and deriſion; and from 
which, neither his gravity, as a 
reſpeQable tradeſman, nor his im- 
portance as a captain in the train d 
bands, could poſſibly protect him. 


A very memorable and moſt- 
laughable inſtance of this, occurred 
ſoon after the exhibition of his 
picture, when, having a party of 
friends to dine with him, they 
reſolved to make free with it, and 
having made Fobn Gilpin pretty 
drunk in the evening, and found 
occaſion to ſend him out of the 

toom for about half an hour, they 


began 


[ 6e J 
began their intended operation, 
with giving him a couple of black 
eyes, by ſmearing them round with 
a burnt cork, and afterwards diſ- 
colouring every one of his buttons, 
which were gold, and of the moſt 
elegant kind ; afterwards they gave 
him a bloody noſe with ſome of 
the claret, and in this condition 
leſt the picture. 


- Soon after this proceſs had bern 
gone through, John Gilpin made 
his appearance, and having ſat 
himfelf down in à chair direQly 
oppofite to the picture, the only 
one left for him, one of the com- 


pany uiked the fayour of a ſong, 
which 


a 
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which being icadily complicd with, 
he put his hands in his boſom, 
and threw back his head as was . 
his uſual way, but the pidure . 
catching his eye the, inſtant he 
was goipg to begin, he immediate- 
ly changed his countenance, and 
complaining that he had got the 
head ache, begged leave to re- 
tire. 


Though poor Gr/pin ſaid no- 
thing, the company could plainly 
perceive that he thought a great 
deal of what had been done, an 
opinien in which they were ſoon 
confirmed, by the receipt of a note 


from him, apologizing for his ab- 
ſence, 


[ 64 ] 
ſence, and requeſting, they would 
- excuſe him for the remainder of the 
nigbt. 


Nothing could poſſibly ha ve af- 
fected him more than the liberty 
taken with a picture, on which 
he had ſo much ſet his heart, and 
vrhat added not a little to it, he 


had the mortification of its be- 


ing whiſpered the next morning 
throughout the city, that John 
Gilpin had a couple of black eyes 
and a bloody noſe ; nor was it un- 
til he went abroad, and ſhewed 
himſelf, that the public could be 
convinced to the contrary. . 


FG 1 


In ſhort, it was very rarely, in- 
deed, that a week ever paſſed over 
Jobn Gilpin's head, without ſome 
ſuch account of him. If he went 
out for the day, which he would 
ſometimes do, it was ten to one, but 
he was ſent home dead drunk, with 
his coat buttoned to his waiſtcoat 
as if he had loſt one ſide of it, 
or his ſtockings cut and flaſhed, 
and the gaps done over with red 
oakum, as if they were bloody; 


ſometimes, induced at a turtle 
feaſt, by the extreme heat of the 
weather, to fit down to dinner 
without his wig, one of the com- 

| pany would contrive to get be- 
hind 
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ing whiſpered the next morning 
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himſelf, that the public could be 
convinced to the contrary. 
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In ſhort, it was very rarely, in- 
deed, that a week ever paſſed over 
Jobn Gilpin's head, without ſome 
ſuch account of him, If he went 
out for the day, which he would 
ſometimes do, it was ten to one, but 
he was ſent home dead drunk, with 
his coat buttoned to his waiſtcoat 
as if he had loſt one ſide of it, 
or his ſtockings cut and flaſhed, 
and the gaps done over with red 
oakum, as if they were bloody; 
ſometimes, induced at a turtle 
feaſt, by the extreme heat of the 
weather, to fit down to dinner 
without his wig, one of the com- 
pany would contrive to get be- 

hind 
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| 
| 
| 
| 
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hind him, and ſprinkle ſome 
pounded ſugar on his bare head, 
which dried up by the ſun, the 
flies would gather on it in great 
ſwarms, and plague and torment 
him in ſuch a manner, as to pre- 


vent him from cating; and at 
other times if he chanced to fall 


aſleep, his wife was ſure of ſecing 


him at night with the face of a 
Gherokee | chief; but what vexed 
him more than all, whenever he 
had to attend in the quality of a 
Captain in the train d Bands, on a 
field-day, they were ſure either to 


prevent it, or render it very diſa- 
greeable to him, by giving either 
| him 
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him or his horſe ſome ſtrong pur- 
gative, or other, in ſome drink, 
the day before, 


An accident, however, happen- 
ed, that for a while prevented 
Jobn Gilpin from coming out of 
doors, for going one evening to 
the play-houſe, and putting his 
| great coat on the ſeat by him in 


the two ſhilling gallery, where, 
ia imitation of the great he uſed 
ſometimes to fit incog, a wag had 
for ſome time kept an eye on it, 
and determined to make it his 
. own. Accordingly John Gilpin 
having fallen faſt aſleep about the 

third 
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third act of the play, he found 
means to wafer his own name in 
the inſide of his great coat, ſo 
that when John Gilpin laid hold 
of it at the concluſion of the en- 
tertainment, the wag very ſcriouſly 
aſked him, what he was going 
to do?“ Poor Gilpin replied, 
That he was going to put on 
his great coat. You are a very 
impudent fellow (eried the other) 
and if I had a conſtable near at 
hand, I would certainly have you 
made an example of.” 


Theſe words were like a clap 
of thunder to John Gilpin, and it 
| now 
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now became a queſtion, in which 
the greateſt part of the gallery in- 
terfered, whoſe coat it really was. 
If it belongs to you (cried 
Jobn Gilpin, addreſſing himſelf to 
the ſtranger) tell theſe Gentlemen, 
(looking round to the Company) 
How you know it?” By the 
name of Foſeph Sharp, which, if 
my coat, ( cried he) will be found 
under the cape.” The coat was 
immediately cxamined, and the 
name being found as mentioned, 
it was declared. to belong to the 
ſtranger, and p or Gilpin, unable 
to be heard in his defence, was fo 

roughly 
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roughly treated, under the idea of 
his being a cheat, that he was very 
glad to get away with a broken 
head, that aQually confined him 


8 for ſome time to his room. 


CHAP- 


CHAPTER VIII. 


HOW HE ENDEAVOURED ON ALL 
OCCASIONS TO PLEASE MRS. 
GILPIN, AND HIGHLY OFFENDED 
HER NOTWITHSTANDING. 


OHN GILPIN now found him- 
ſelf the father of a family of 
three children, all females, the 
oldeſt of whom, Miſs Gilpin, a 
very promiſing girl, he ſent, at the 
age of thirteen, to a very capital 
boarding- ſchool in the neighbour- 

hood of Hackney. 
lt 
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It was now pretty near nine- 
teen years that John Gilpin had 
been married, every one of which, 


Fg 


if entered particularly into, would 
de found replete with ſuch anec- 


A  dotes as thoſe already given. It 
| was even the leaſt part of his 
concern, that his friends and ac- 

<_ Quaintances ſhould be continually 
Ahverting themſelves at his ex- 
pence... He was equally unfortu- 

nate in the treatment he received 

from the public at large; a moſt 
extraordinary, and truly ludicrous 
inſtance of which preſented itſelf, 
that afterwards afforded a very 


laughable ſubject to a court of 


jullice, though attended with very 
_ fatal 


( 23 ] 


fatal conſequences to one of the 
parties, 


Jobn Gilpia had been out, one 
Sunday evening, to a chriſtening, 
on which occaſion he had mount- 
ed a new hat and perriwig; and 
in his way home, juſt after duſk, 
through Moorſields, a fellow ſnatch- * 
ed his hat from off his head, and 
carried it away; Jobn Gilpin, who 
was pretty bulky, ran after him as 
faſt as he could, but was ſo much 
out of breath, that he had no 
power to cry, ſtop thief! nor 
to go any farther than the firſt poſt 
he met with, where ſtopping to 
reſt himſelf, another fellow came 


E op 


7+ 1 
üp to him, and afked him, what 
was the matter? © I have been 
robbed (aid Gilpin) by an impudent 
 raſeal of my hat, and can't run any 
farther after him i it was to ſave 
y life.” * Can' t you, (cried the 
ellow) then TY Bave your wig by 
a Fi upon which he ſnatched 
off his v wig, and walled away with 
it, with all the leiſure i in the world, 
thinking kimſelf ſecure from the 
yet broken-winded condition in 
| which Jobn Gilpin ſtill remaitied. 


11 


The rogues, h owever, who be- 
longed to a very formidable gang, 

| were ſoo afterwards a ap pprehended, 
and one of them 5 hanged 


by 


o 


88 
by way of an example to the 
others. | 


Although very little, indeed, has 
been ſaid of Mrs. Gi/pin, meaning 
nothing farther than to give the 
Life of John Gilpin, it muſt be ob- 
ſeryed, of her, that ſhe was of the 
moſt perſedꝭ good nature ; and that 
no quarrel ever happened between 
them, till occaſioned by the follow- 
ing event, Jobn Gilpin having ever 
proved as ready, as Mrs. Gilpin, to 
make all things agrecable. 


John Gilpin, it ſeems had order- 
ed his man Thomas to fetch him 
home from a Pariſh feaſt, which 

E 2 had 


1 
had been held at the Queen's 
Arms in St. Paul's Church Vard. 
Thither his man went, with his 
red rocolo and lanthorn, at eleven 
o clock, but his maſter not caring 
to quit his glaſs ſo ſoon, Thomas 
was deſired to wait below in the 


* kitchen, where he was taken ſach 


good care of, as ſoon to become as 
drunk as his maſter. 


About two o'clock in the morn- 
ing, Jobn Gilpin and his man, ſal- 


lied' forth, in order to walk it 
home, and had not proceeded any 
\ farther than the firſt kennel, be- 
fore ſouſe into it, they both went. 
Jobn Gilpin, and his man got ſafe 

out 
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out of it ; but left their lanthorn 
bebind, and coming to the pump, 
in St. Paul's Church Yard, Thoma; 
perſuaded his maſter it would be 
better to have the dirt waſhed off 
his face, 15 


Accordingly as ſoon as they had 
got to the pump for that purpoſe, 
Thomas ſeized hold of his maſter's 

arm, and thinking it the handle of 
the pump, began ſwinging it back - 
wards and forwards, with all tis 
might, which made his maſter ſo 
ſick, that he preſently began bring- 
ing up the contents of his ſupper; 
but Thomas thinking it was the 


water running out of the pump, 
waſhed 
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waſhed his face with it, ſo that 
when he got home, there was a bit 
of ham ſticking on one place; a bit 
of carros in another, and a bit of 
chicken, or greens in a third; in 
ſhort, a bit of whatever he had 
brought up was found» in ſome 
part of his face, or other, which fo 
enraged Mrs. Gilpin, that it was 
for ſeveral days before ſhe could be 
- brought to hold any converſation 
with him, much lefs forgive him 
for the ridiculous figure hs had 
* of * BY? 
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CHAPTER 1X. 


HOW HE AGREED TO MAKE A no- 
LIDAY WITH His WIFE AND 
FAMILY, AND PREPARED FOR 
TRE SAME. | 


OHN GILPIN, who, whatever 
ridiculous there might be about 
him, had certainly a very ſincere 
affeQion for his wiſe, was extreme- 
ly uncaſy at the difference between 
them, and, therefore, in order to 
bring abaut argconciliation, hetook 
an opportpnity, the morning before. * 
their wedding · day. of thus accoſt- 


zog bgc: © My gear, (hid he) 
| * thopgli 


191 


though we have now been man, 
and wife, nearly twenty years, 
we ha ve ne ver above one holiday 
** made together. To morrow is 
our wedding - day, and if you 
* pleaſe, we will dine together at 
* the Bell at Edmonton, my ſiſter, 
and her child, yourſelf, and three 
* children, will fill the chaiſe, and 
* I will ride on horſeback after 
« you, My good friend, the Cal- 
* Jender, will, you know, lend me 
« his horſe, ſo that I ſhall be at no 

* expenceon that account.” That | 

is well faid (replied Mrs. Gilpin) 
and as wine is dear, we will be 
« furniſhed with our own, eſpeci- 
ally as it is much better than any 
ve ſhall be able to get.“ 


Joon 
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Jobn Gilpin kiſſed his loving wife, 
overjoyed to find, that though ſhe 
was on pleaſure bent, ſhe was, at 
the ſame time, determined to be as 
frugal as poſſible. Accordingly 
the next morning, the chaiſe was 
brought, and ordered to be in wait- 
ing, about three doors off, leſt the 
neighbours ſhould think they were 
proud, and in Mrs. Gilpin, and the 
other fix precious ſouls, inſtantly 
got, and off they drove as if every 
moment had been an hour till they 


reached their journey's end. John 
Gr/pin, as he ſtood at the horſe's 


ſide, ſeized faſt the flowing mane, 
and got up in haſte to ride, but 
had no ſooner mounted his borſe, 
OO. 2 
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than he was obliged to come down 
again, for ſcarcely had he reached 
the ſaddle - tree, in order to begin 
his journey, when turning round 
His face, three cuſtomers came iu. 


Jobs Gilpin, though he grieved 
the loſs of time, could not bear the 
_ thought of loſing a cuſtomer. He, 
therefore, came down from his 
horſe; but he had no ſooner ſuited 
his cuſtomers to their mind, than 
Betty called out, that ber miſtreſs 
© Had gone without the wine. * Good 

lack ! (cried John Gilpin) that js 
unlucky, indeed ! yet bring it to 
« me, my leathern belt alſo, in 
* which I bear my truſty ſword 
* when I exerciſe.” | 


Now 


- 
* * 
* 
* 
* 
= 
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Now Mrs. Gi/pin, who was a 
moſt careful ſoul, had two ſtone 
thattles to hold the liquor, and each 
af them had two curling cars.— 
Jobn Gilpin, thereſote drew the 
belt threw them, and hung one 
bottle on each fide to make the 
balance equal. Then over all, that 
he might be properly cquipped 
from head to foot, his long red 
cloak, well bruſhed and neat, he 


John Gilpin being thus happily 
remounted, upon his nimble ſteed. 
ſlowly paced him with great cau- 
tion over the ſtones, but finding 
hon a inoother road, the ſnorting 

beaſt 
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beaſt began to trot, which very 
much galled him in his ſeat. John 
Gilpin, cried © fair and ſoftly!” but 
it was in vain that he attempted to 
Macken the creature's pace; his trot 
became a gallop ſoon in ſpite of 
curb or rein, ſo ſtooping down, he 
graſped the horſe's mane with both 
hands, and held by it with all his 
might, but all would not do, away 
went Gilpin ! neck. or nothing 
and away went his hat and wig! 


leaving him full ſpeed on the road, 


\ 


CHAPTER X. 


HOW HE INTENDED TO HAVE 
DINED AT EDMONTON, AND 
WAS CARRIED TEY MILES BB- 
rod o IT. 


HE horſe on which John 

Gilpin rode, having never 

before been uſed in ſuch a way, 
became more and more affrighted, 

as he endeavoured to ſtop it by 
pulling hold of his mane. To add 
to his ill luck, the wind too blew 
right in his teeth, which took his 
cloak, 


"4s ;, 
a 
" . s 
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cloak, till loop and button failing 
both, it at laſt flew away entirely, 
which left expoſed to view, a bottle 

ſwinging at each fide. The dogs 

now barked, the children ſcreamed, 
the windows were all thrown up, 

and every one cried out Well 
done / as loud as he could bawl. 


Although poor Gilpin was in ſuch 
Kpitiable: plight, it was impoſſible 
Hr him nqt to hear the wicked 

Jakes that were cracked upon him 

.ho1 the road. ie carries weight” 
Fried one; be rides a race ſaid 
Another % i for a thauſand 
ounds, called a third and as he 
an. 


a how 
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how in a moment, the turnpike» 
men threw open their gates, and 
as he went bowing down his head, 
the two bottles behind him were, 
by an accident, ſhattered at a blow, 
which made the wine run down 
into the road, and ' cavſed his 
.horſe's flanks to ſmoke, as if they 
had been actually baſted, and to 
increaſe the laugh raiſed againſt 
him, the two cars of the tone 
bottles were till left dangling at 
his waiſt. 


An this ſituation, he continued 
until he came to the waſh near 
Edmonton, hen plunging into the 
. of it he threw the Mater 


on 
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on both ſides, juſt like a trundling 
mop, or a wild gooſe at play. On 
his coming near the Bell at Ed- 
monton, Mrs. Oi/pin and her com- 
pany, were in the balcony, and 
could not help wondering much to 
ſee how her huſband rode. Stop, 
op, Jobn Gilpin ! here's the houſe ! 
(they all at once did cry) the din- 
ner waits, and we are tired poor 
Oilpin heard them, and diredly 
anſwered ſo am J. 


| His horſe, however, was not at 
all inclined to tarry there, but flew 


like an arrow ſwift to his owner's 
"houſe, full ten miles off, in the 
3 of Ware, for it was 
A 
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impoſſible to ſtop him. The Cal - 
lender, ſurpriſed to ſee his friend in 
ſuch a plight, laid down his pipe, 
and demanded what news be had 
brought—why bare-beaded be bad 
come,—or why Le had come at all? 
I came (cried Jobn Gilpin) becauſe 
your borſe would come, and if | am 
not much miſtaken, my hat and 
wig will ſoon be here, they are 
upon the road.” 


The Callender glad to find his 
friend ſo merry aniidſt his ill luck, 
returned him. not a ſingle word, 
but went direQly into the houſe, 
from whence he preſently came 
back with a hat and wig, the latter 

of 
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of which drooped behind, and hold- 
ing them up, to ſhew his wit in his 
turn, criedout, * my head is twice 
as big as your's (looking at Jobn 
Gilpin) they, e * muſt 
ii” 


Having faid this en 
ting his mind in good humour, the 
Cullender wiped the dirt away that 
hung about poor Gilpin's face, and 
ad viſed him to ſtop and eat, for that 
he muſt furely be in a hungry caſe. 


J. Gilpin would ain he 


tallen ſome refreſhment, but - +4 
he 7 0k it woyld have been very 


wedg ng-day, [dine gt 205 Noten. 


and 


509 
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and he at Ware. Then ſpeaking 
to his horſe, I am in haſte to 
eat; (ſaid he) it was for your 
pleaſure you came here, you ſhall 
go back for mine,” but while he 
ſpoke, a braying aſs ſuddenly af- 
frighted the horſe, which made 
him ſnort as though he had heard 
a lion roar, and gallop off full 
ſpeed as he had come. Away went 
Gilpin ! and away went Gilpin's 
hat and wig! which he loſt ſooner 
than the others, both being by 
much too large for his head. 


CHAP- 
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CHAPTER Xl. 


HOW HE MET WITH SEVERAL 
OTHER ACCIDENTS, AND GOT 
SAFE TO TOWN AT LAST. 


RS. GILPIN, and her com- 
1 pany being ftill in the bal- 
cony, they plainly eſpied poor Gil- 
pin full ſpeed on the road, unable 
to ſtop, or check his horſe, and 
giving the greateſt expectation of 
his being every minute thrown off 
and daſhed to pieces. 


Alarmed at his no leſs perilous, 
than ludicrous ſituation, Mrs. Gi/- 
2 8 | -4 


[ 93 ] 


pin pulled out half a crown, which 
ſhe promiſed the youth that had 


driven her to Edmonton, if he 
would ride after her huſband, and 


bring him back again ſafe and 
well. 


The youth readily undertook the 
taſk, and inſtantly ſaddling one of 
the horſes belonging to the chaiſe, 
immediately rode after John Gilpin, 
and not long after came up with 
him; but ſcizing faſt the flowing 
rein, in order to flop his horſe, he 
only made things much worſe, for 
not being able to keep his hold, he 
but frightened the creature, and 


made him run the faſter. Away 
went 
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went Gilpin ! and away went poſt- 
boy after him! both glad to clear 
themſel ves of the cariages they met. 


As ill lock would have it, fix gen- 
tlemen, who had been ſpending the 
day together, happened to be upon 
the road, and ſeeing poor Gilpin 
ride at ſuch a rate, with the poſt- 
boy ſcampering after him, they 
raiſed the hue and cry ; and nothing 
dut op thief ! flop thief ! a bigh- 
vu yman was heard, and every one 
paſſing by joining in the purſuit. 


The only chance that. poor Fobn 
Gilpin now had, was, that the'turn- 
pike gates would be ſhut againſt 
| | him, 


LW. 


him, and the unruly creature there- 
by ſtopped; but in this he was un- 
happily deceived, for the turnpike 
men ſtill thinking that he lad rode 
a race, 28 before, threw open all 
the gutes, und let him through, 
unwilling that he ſhould loſe his 
wager on their account. 


In ſhort, every one on the road 
no ſooner beheld poor Cin, than 
they immediately concluded, that 
he was actually riding for a ſum of 
money. This, however, is moſt 
certain, that had he run a race, he 
ſurely would have won it, as be got 
firft to town; nor could he once 
ſtop his horſe, until he got back 

— again 


— 


—— 
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again to the place where he firſt 
mounted it. 


Mrs. Gilpin and the family, 
hearing no tidings of Jobn Gilpin, 
poſted to town with all poſſible ex- 
pedition after him, and had the ſa- 
tisfaQion of finding him juſt put 
into a warm bed, from which he 


roſe the next morning in perfect 
good health. 


Notwithſtanding the dangers to 
which poor Gilpin had been expoſ- 
ed, he was particularly fortunate in 
having eſcaped without any other 

hurt, than that of a very flight 


FfraQture in the ſkin, juſt above 


the 


% 

the right eye. His fpirits, howe- 
ver, were ſo much depreſſed on the 
occaſion, that it was ſome time be- 
fore he could be brought to hold up 
*his head. He preſently got the 
better of any perſonal inconveni- 
ence, or diſappointment, and even 
chearfully paid the bill for the din- 
ner at Edmonton, though no uſe 
had been made of it. Theſe were 
things he had philoſophy enough 


to reconcile and forget, but the 


greateſt misfortune was, that the 
whole affair ſoon became thetalkof 
the town; the poets of the day 
lampooned his journey in wicked 
rhime, and the print ſhops filled 
their windows 

F exhibitions 


with ludicroor 
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exhibitions of him, mounted on 
the Callender's horſe. on the . 
f to Ware. 


Cc 


b Gilpin w. was now, if not o one 
of the moſt reſpectable citizens of 
the time, one of the richeſt ; he had 

either ſerved, or fined for all ward 
offices ; had been Maſter of the 
worſhipful company, of the Dra-. 
pers; and was at length drank t = 

| by t the Lord Mayor ſor, the office 
of Sheriff, a ſituation that he was 

| indyced to accept e of at the parti- 
cu ar r requeſt o of Mrs, Gilpin. 


—— peculiarities that 
ſerved to diſtinguiſh John Gilpin, 
How br: ne 21 no 


LS 
* 2 o * 
Fenn. 
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no trait in his character was more 
obſcryable, or more the ſubject of 

general converſation, than that in- 
- ordinate appetite that had for many 
-years paſt being growing upon him. 
He ſcarcely evet ſat down to din- 
ner, before he exchanged his right 
wor/bipful perriwig for a light bob, 
that he might be more cool and 
eaſy, and the better enabled to do 


juſtice to his knife and fork, the 


former of which his man Thomas 


uſed frequently to have given him 
to ſharpen with a wher/ffone, with 
which he always attended behind 


| his maſter during the time of din- 


'F2 Nor 
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Nor was it ever poſſible for any 
thing to put him ſo ſoon out of hu- 
mour, as the baulking him of any 
thing he had ſet his mind upon. 
One day, having invited ſome com- 
pany to dine with him, at his coun - 
ing ordered a quat i to be dreſſed, 
a bird then in great eſteem and 
extremely ſcarce on account of the 
difficulty in catchiog them, the 
cool, ſooner than ſuffer a fa vourite 
girl of his to be diſappointed, who 
longed ſor a hit af it while on the 
ſpie, whipped: aut his knife, and 
Lut her off one of the leg which 
ſhe preſently devoured. The cook, 
therefore, no ſooner laid the quail 
on 


K 


on the table in this mutilated fate, 
than Mr. Sheriff Gilpin, for that 
was now his title, expreſſed his 
aſtoniſhment, and wondered at the 
ſellow's aſſurance, that he ſhould 
dare to put a quail before him with 


only one leg. 


The cool having nothing but his 
impudence to carry him through, al 
out-faced his maſter, that quali- | 

never had more than one leg; but 
Jobn Gilpin was ſo ſenſible of the 
contrary, that the company had 
enough to do, to keep him from: 
o laying violent hands upon the cook, 
whom he ordered to attend him 
the next thotmng with ſome of his 
v9! friends 
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friends down the marſhes, for the 
_ purpoſe of convincing them, that 
the fellow had endeavoured to co- 


ver his audacity, by a moſt noto- 


rious falſhood. 


Accordingly the next mor ning 
they proceeded to the marſhes, and 
were no ſooner there, than they 
perceived ſome ten or twenty 
quails, ſitting on one leg. There 
* * (cried the cool, pointing to them) 
« you find they have but one 
leg:“ very well (ſaid his ma- 
er) we'll ſee that preſently,” 
and directly cried, © whew / which 
_ frightened the birds, that they 
immediately dropped the other 
leg. 
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leg, and run away. There! 
(continued John Gilpin, looking 
* at the cook) I told you that a 
* quail had fwo legt. Les, Sir, 
* (replied the cook; but your Wor- 
* ſhip never cried whew to the 
* quail I laid before you yeſterday, 
* or it would preſcatly have put 
* out the orber leg.” 


& ; 
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CHAPTER XII. 
<6 } +4 | a 
vor. un PTHOUGAT o BEING 
_ KNTGHTED, cans WAS CRVUBLLY 
RR 


O HN GILPIN n been 
prevailed upon to accept of the 
Lord-mayor's nomination for one 
of the ſheriffs, cotered upon his 
office with an ec/at, that his friends 
little expected; he built himſelf a 
moſt elegant chariot, dreſſed his 
ſervants in the richeſt liveries, and 
gave his public entertainments in a 


ſtyle 


-E 5 


ſtyle inferior to hone of his prede- 
celloty. 


Mes. Gilpin, however, had her 
views in this, and would never have 
ſuffered him to have-gone to ſuch 
an expence, had the not hoped to 
be a Lady before the expiration of 
his ſherivalry ,/ and an event ſoon 
happened to grve her every reaſon 
to ſappoſe, that ſhe ſhould have 
that honvur, when the Lord-mayor 
and Aldermen waited on his Ma- 

jeſty with an addreſs from the 
City on the birth of « Prinee, it 
having ever bern uſunl for the two 
Sheriffs to be knighted on thoſe 
| oceaſione, | 


F 5 Aſſuring 
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Aſſuring himſelf of this honour, 
Mr. Sheriff Gilpin, the morning of 
going up with the addreſs, put him- 
ſell in his beſt attire, and cauſed his 
horſes to be dreſſed up in new blue 
| libbons. Mrs. Gilpin, in the mean 
time, got her friends about her, 
anxiouſly waiting the return of her 
huſband from Saint James's, and 
amuſing berſelf in writing-compli- 
mentary cards in the name of Lady 
| Gilpin, two or three hundred of 
which ſhe aQually ſent out, 


Previous to the Sheriff's leaving 
home, be tenderly ſaluted Mrs. 

\ © Gilpin, telling her, that be ſhould, 
the moment he was knighted, take 

| a backney 


— —-„— = 
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a &ackney-coach, and drive home to 
her with all poſſible expedition, as 
it would look extremely odd for his 
chariot to drive out of the caval- 
cade, and as he ſhould not have 
patience to return home in the 
ſnajl-paced manner it would pro- 
ceed back to the Manſion- houſe. 


How exceedingly uncertain, 
however, ate the beſt-fonnded ex 
pectations of this life ! Fobn Gil- 
fin had ſcarcely reached the end 
of 'Chancery-lane, when a fellow 
carclcſsly driving his dray, took off 
one of the wheels of his chariot 


before bis coachman could poſſibly 
FUL 5219 * _ be 
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T__ = * 9 N 4 


[ 168 } 


be upon his guard agzinſt the ae. 
a HRS 26 


dw it 1 that there 
ſhould have been, juſt at this time, 
a general thaw, after a very long 
and ſevere froſt, in conſequence of 
which, the highways were excecd- 
ingly. dirty, and the kennels fo 
overfiowed av to require three or 
four plans, as a Rind of tempo - 
rary bridge over them; and the 
poor Sheriff being tilted over the 
nde of the kennet at the end of 
Ehancery-lane, which was big 
 en6bgh, in all conſcience, ſor 1 
— final boat 10 have floated on, fell 


.. 


ſideways 
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fideways into it, and before any 
aſſiſtance could be given him, was 
in a moſt terrible condition, owing 
to the furr'd gown he had on, 
ſpreading itſelf as he fell, and 
ſoaking up ſo much of the mud and 
dirt, 


So extraordinary an accident 
could not fail exciting the Public 
curioſity; and ſuch a crowd pre- 
ſently collected itſelf around, that 
it was with much difficulty John 
Gilpin could be, got into a neigh- 
bouring ſhop to be cleaned, and 
his wig being loſt in the fall, his 

appearance was too ludicrous not 
to cauſe every emotion of pity to 
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to be loſt in the loud burſts of 
laughter that it occafioned, 


The Lord mayor being informed 
of the diſaſter that had befallen the 
poor Sheriff, thought fit to order 
the cavalcade to ſtop a while in or- 
der to give him an opportunity of 
Joining it again; but being given to 
underſtand that it would be impoſ- 
fible for him to do it in leſs than 
half an hour ; the proceſſion was 
ordered to proceed flowly on to- 
wards Saint James's, in hopes that 
the Sheriff might be able to come 


bp: with it in time. 


20 Accordingly every expedition.be: 
9g uſed in cleaning and drying his 


cloaths, 
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cloaths, the Sheriff took a hackney 
coach, and drove in ſuch haſte to 
Saint James's, as to be there at the 
very momeat the Lord-mayor and 
Aldermen had entcred the Royal 
Preſence. Jobn Gilpin, however, 
entirely ignorant of this, made the 
beſt of his way into the anti-room, 
where thoſe who formed the ca- 
valcade had been taking ſome re- 
freſhment, and the lady in waitiog 
ſuppoſing him one of the Lord- 
mayor's ſuite, very politely-aſked 
him to take a baſon of caudle, 
which the poor Sheriff as politely 
accepted of, being very faint, and 
much fatigued, and not imagining, 
that the Lord-mayor, ' whom he 


_ apvlogiving;-:! All: was chase and 


[ tiz } 
had not yet enquired after, could 
be delivermy the addrefs. 


Eager, however; to partake of the 
Honour, at the ſame time that he 


was defirons of refreſhing himſelf, 


be began ſupping the caudle while 
ſbertremely hot, that he had no 
ſoonet got ſome of it in his month, 
than table either to retain it, of 
gbr it to go down his throat, he 
immediately ſpurted it all about. 
het ont on his waiſtcoat and laced 


will dur even upon the lady in 


waiting, and the maids of honour. 
Je was im vain, that be thoaght of 


winfadiod | Phe ladies ſtored, and 
* : i poor 


$354 
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poor Gim bluſbed, and at haſt, 
was upon the point of attempting 
an explanation, from which, how- 
ever, be was happily relieved by 
the return of the Lord-mayor and 
aldermen, from the preſence cham- 
ber, who exprefed a great deal of 
ſatis fatiion at the pleafure of ſee+ 
ing bim; but informed him, at the 
the addreſ;, and bad been gratis iy 
received, | 1» 


 'Fhizs ſo exceedingly chagrined 
poor Gz/pin, that he immediately 
got into the hackney coach that 
brought him, and ordered the 
coachman to drive him to his bouſe 
4113 as 
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Ta 
as faſt as poſſible, which he was no 
ſooner known to be approaching, 
from his ſervant being behind it, 
than Mrs. Gilpin immediately con- 
cluded, he had received''the ho- 
nour of Knighthood, and the She- 
riff had ſcarcely entered the room, 
than he was ſaluted by the title 
of Sir Jobs Gilpin / and congratu- 
lated on the honour he had re- 
ceived. An explanation, however, 
taking place, Mrs. Gilpin immedi- 
ately fell into fits, and was put to 
bed; upon her getting the better 
of them; ſhe continued extremely 
ill, refuſing to take any kind of 
refreſhment, or 212 what · 
Der. ut 2v 114 205 
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CHAPTER XII. 


HOW HB THOUGHT or LIVING 
MANY YEARS, AND DIED VERY 

SOON AFTERWARDS, 
OTHING could poſſibly 
| have more deeply aſſected 
Fobn Gilpin, than his being diſap- 
pointed of the honour of Knight- 
hood, and that in a manner ſo 
very unexpected, and unfortunate; 
and it was for a conſiderable 
time, that be ſhut himſelf up, 
ſequeſtered from the world, at his 
country ſeat, as though no ſuch 
n really exiſte. 
Time, 
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Time, however, that enables us 
toget the better of our misfortunes, 
at length relieved him from his diſ- 
treſs, and Jobn Gilpin was again 
ſeen, like the ſun that only ſcems 
the more reſplendent from its hav- 
ing been hid a while behind a cloud. 
In ſhort, he was determined to put 
hipoſelf once more in the way of be- 
a ing henighted. and for that purpoſo 
upon & vacancy happening, was 
choſen alderman of Por{ſoken ward. 


mano bus r 


„A if e ſtrange fatality, however, 


Yup 49: pan bim through 


| life, . he had ſcarcely entered upon 
this.new office, before he rendered 
himſelf, through it. 4 ſubjed of 


miT cenſure 
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cenſure and derifion, and that by 
a conduct, that cavſcd a total ſe. 
paration to take place between 
him and Mrs. Gilpin. 


A complaint was. made before 
him in his magiſterial capacity, by 
a ſet vant girl, who had lived in the 
family ſeveral years, and who was 
rather noticed for a handſome per+ 
ſoa, than otherwiſe, - againſt a ſel- 
law. ſervant, of the dame of Fy/eph 
Fones, for having had by her a child, 
aud refuſing to provide far it. 


When the alderman; who by the - 


bye, was more concerned in the 
matter than at firſt ſuſpected, heard 
the depoſition of the complainant, 

5 p his 
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his Worſhip expreſſed himſelf very 
much ſhocked, that the fellow 
ſhould dare to ſet ſo bad an exam- 
ple in his family, and immediately 
inſiſted upon his providing for the 
child, or going to Bridewell, and 
was aQually preparing a warrant 
for- committing him accordingly. 
Foſeph Jones, however, was not 
ſo eaſily intimidated, and inſtead 
of being frightened, very coolly 
hoped, * That his Worſhip would 
not meaſure juſtice in ſuch a way, 
for that at any rate, the account 
ſtated by Mrs. Betty had been a 
partner ſbip account. 


Hold your tongue, firrah, 


| (cried the Alderman) give you an 
| inch 
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inch and you'll take an ci. It was 
in vain, however, to conceal from 
the by-ſtanders how the matter 
really ſtood. The Alderman s con- 
fuſion, and Betty's bluſhes, equally 
illuſtrated the meaning of what the 
defendant had ſaid, and the moſt 
prudent thing, indeed, that Jobn 
Gilpin, perhaps, ever did in hislife, 
was to poſtpone, ine die, any far- 
ther conſideration of the matter. 


No one was at a loſs to conceive, 
that the child was a bale of goods, 


that ought to have been configened 
to the Alderman, and it was in 


vain to attempt preventing the ſtory 
from getting abroad, and from 
| coming 
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coming to the ear of Mrs. Gilpin 
in common with others, who was 
ſo extremely incenſed at her huſ- 
band's infidelity as to refuſe liſten - 
ing to any kind of argument in his 
fayour ; nor could all the good of- 
fices of their joiat friends, prevent 
a ſeparation from taking place i in 
conſequence thereof. | 


This laſt groke of that i fate 
which ſo conſtantly attended him, 
and coming, as it did, juſt after 
the marriage of his eldeſt daughter, 
was, indeed, molt ſeverely felt, in · 
ſomuch, that he determined to 
leave the buſy. world, and enjoy 
the remainder, of his days in the 
more retired ſcenes of life. a0 
e 
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He accordingly reſigned the Al- 
derman's gown, quitted buſineſs in 
favour of a young gcntleman juſt 
out of his time, to whom he mar- 
ried his ſecond daughter, and re- 
tired with a fortune of thirty thou- 
ſand pounds, to a very pleaſant 
ſituation at Dull wich, to which 
place he had always been ex- 
tremely partial. 


It was in vain, however, that he 
hoped, by being out of the world, 
to be forgotten. A thouſand ridi- 
culous ſtories followed him even in 
his retirement; not but that he 
now had arrived at an age, and at 


a degree of philoſophy, not to ſuf- 
G 


fer 


_ 


| 
| 
i 
| 
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fer his feelings to be affeted by 

them, and would have lived hap- 
pily enough had not his felicity 

been interrupted by the ſudden exit 
of his wife-from this carthly ſtage, 
where the curtain drops whenever 
the prompter, Death, chuſes for 
ever to cloſe our ſcene 


Aſter this, John Gilpin was ſel- 
dom ſeen to appear in ſpirits, and 
frequently gave cyery reaſon to 
think he would ſooner, or later, 
die of a broken heart. Company 
and amuſements, of every kind, 

were alternately reſorted to for 
relief, hut in vain. Every effort to 
recover himſelf from the tate of 
| deſpon- 
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deſpondency into which he had 
been thrown, proved ineffectual. 
His inſide was nearly gone by a 
long courſe of vexation and grief ; 
and an accident happened very 
inadvertently, indeed, to haſten his 
diſſolution. 


A neighbour of his, perceiving 
the rapid ſtrides his diſtreſs of mind 
was making on his conſtitution, as 
a means of relieving him, in ſome 
meaſure therefrom, invited Jobn 
Gilpin to accompany him to a 
friend's houſe, near Graveſend, to 
celebrate harveſt home. John Gil- 
pin, though never thought ſuper- 


ſtitious, did not very well like the 
G 2 name 
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name of the place, but the fine- 
neſs of the weather, the agreeable 
company of his friend, and the 
ſalubrious air that he would there- 
© by meet with, induced him to ac- 
cept of the invitation. 


f 


Never was more hilarity known 
than on the occaſion. Three whole 
days were devoted to feſtivity and 
mirth, while Bacchus and Ceres 

preſided at the feaſt. Not only the 
maſter of the gueſt and his friends, 
drank plentifully of the juice of the 
grape, but every one around them, 
inſomuch that it would have been 
impoſſible to have diſcovered any 
one in the evening, that might not 
be 


— — 2 — — ———_  . _< _— 
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be called completely happy ! a 
thing though, which, however de- 
firable in itſelf, proved fatal in its 
conſequences. 


It had been a cuſtom with Jobr: 
Gilpin for ſeveral years, never to go 
to bed without having a tankard of 
water, with a toaſt in it, by his 
fide, for the purpoſe of quenching 
his thirſt in the night, during 
which he would often be in want 
of ſomething to drink. 


He therefore deſired Farmer Rey- 
nolds, at whoſe houſe he was, to 


order his ſervant to let him have a 
tankard of water with a toaſt in it 


| 
| 
i 
| 


credit to his maſter's orders, inſtant- 


with punch, made very ſtrong and 
ſweet, and put it on a chair cloſe 
by the fide of Jobn Gilpin's bed, 
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in his room at night ; but the far- 
mer, being a hearty, joking fellow, 
and not thinking he ſhould uſe his 
friend well, if he gave him water, 
ordered his ſervant to make ſome 
punch in his large ſilver tankard. 
The ſervant accordingly ſet about 
it immediately, and willing to do 


ly filled the two quart tankard 


who thinking it water, and taking 
hold of it ſeveral times in the 
night between lleeping and wak- 
ing, drank up the whole, ſo that 


when he was called in the morning 
to 
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to breakfaſt, as uſual, he was un- 
able to land on his ſeet. 


Though John Gilpin had evi- 
dently been on the decline for ſome 
time paſt, there is no doubt, but 
that the criſis of his fate was ha- 
ſtened by this accident, ſince the 
quantity of punch that he drank 
threw him into a fever, that carried 
him off in three days after his te- 
turn to his houſe at Dullwich. 


Thus ended the life of Jobn 
Gilpin, unfortunate though innob 
cent, more various than miſchiev- 
ous, and Jeſs hurtful than di- 
verting. 120. 
H 
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He made a will the day before 
his death, by which he bequeathed 
the whole of his fortune, to be 
equally divided among his three 
daughters; and his remains were 
interred, with great funeral pomp, 
in the vault of his wife's family, 
at Afoford, in Kent, with this in- 
ſcription only on the cover of his 


© HERE LIES AN HONEST Max! 


An tlegant monument, how- 
ever, is intended to be erected to 
his memory, ſhould the profits of 
this Account of bis Life,” prove 


ſufficient to defray the e 
thereof. 
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JOHN GILPIN'sg 


JOURNEY TO EDMONTON, 


AS KEAD EEPRATEDLY WITH THE CELLYTLLY SFPFLAVGLY 
BY ME, HENDERSON, AT FEEE-MALON'$-44LL, 


To the Tene of Cl . 


OHN GILPIN was a citizen 

Of credit and renova; | 

A train-band captain eke was be 
Of famous London town. 


John Gilpin's ſpouſe ſaid to her dear, 
* Though wedded we have been 

©* Theſe twice ten tedious years, yet we 
No holiday have ſeen. 


« To-morrow is our wedding-day, 
And we will then repair 
© Unto the Bell at Edmonton, 
All ip « chaiſe and pair. 
G's 


| 


* 


l 

6 My adler and my aber child, 
« Myſelf and children three, 
Wil fill the chaiſe—ſo you mult ride 


On horſeback after we. 


He ſoon reply'd—* I do admire 
Of womankind but one; 
And you are ſhe, my deareſt dear, 

* Therefore it ſhall be done. 


1 


« I am a linen-draper bold, 
As all the world does know ; 
And my good friend, the callender, 

Win ſend his horſe to go.” | 


"% 


_ Quyoth Mrs. Gilpin-—- That's well lad; 

| * for that wine is dear, 

We will be furmſh'd with our 6wn, | ; 
Which is ſo bright and clear. 
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John Gilpin kiſs'd his loving wife ; 
O'ctjoy'd was he to fihd, 


That though on pleaſure ſhe was bent, 
She had a frugal mind. 


The morning came, the chaiſe was brought, 
But yet was not allow'd ' 

To drive up to the door, left all 
Should ſay that ſhe was proud. 


So three doors off the chaiſe was ſaid, 
Where they did all get in, 

Six precious ſouls ; and all agog 
To daſh through thick and thin. 


Smack went the whip, round went the wheels, 
Were never folks ſo glad; 
The ſtones did rattle underneath, 
As if Cheapſide were mad. | 
is Tukn 
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John Gilpio, at his horſe's Gidez 
Seiz'd faſt the flowing maze, 

And up be got in haſte 40 ride, 
But ſoon came down again. 


For ſaddle- tree ſcarce reach'd had he, 
His journey to begin, | 

When turning round his face, 
Three cuſtomers came in. 


So down he came; for loß of time, 
Although it griev'd him fore, 
Vet loſs of pence, full well be knew, 
Would grieve him ſtill much more. 


Tos long before the cuſtomers 
Were ſuited to their mind, 


When Beity ſcream'd into his ears — 
be wine is left behind!” 


1 

Good lack quoth he ; * yet bring it me, 
My leathern belt likewiſe, 

* In which I bear my ruſty ſword 
© When I do exerciſe.” 


Now Mrs. Gilpin—careful foul ! 
Had two ſtone bottles found, 

To hold the liquor which ſhe lov'd, 
And keep it ſafe and ſound. 


Each bottle had two curling ears, 
Through which the belt he drew ; 
He hung one bottle on each ſide, 
To make his balance true. 
\ 


— 


| Then over all, that he might be 
Equipp'd from top to toe, | 

His long red cloak well bruſh'd and neat, 
He manfully did throw. 


Now 
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| Now ſee him mounted once again 
Upon his nimble ſteed, | 

Full flowly pacing o'er the tones, 

With caution and good heed. 


But finding ſoon a ſmoother road 
Beneath his well-ſhod feet, 

The ſnorting beaſt began io trot, / 
Which gall'd him in his ſeat. 


So, fair and ſoftly,” John did cry, 
But John he cry'd in vain; 
That trot became a gallop ſoon 
In ſpite of curb or rein. | 


80 ſtooping down, as he needs nüt 
Who cannot it upright, lf 
He grafp'd the mave with both his hands, 
And eke with all his might. . ” 
(4 3 Away 
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Away went Gilpin, neck or nought, 
Away went bat and wig ; 

He little dreamt, when he ſet out, 
Of running ſuch a "gy 


The horſe, who never had before 

Been handled in this kind, 

Afﬀrighted fled ; and, as he flew, 
- Left all the world behind. 


The wind did blow, the cloak did fly, 
Like ſtreamer long and gay; 

Till loop and button failing both, 

At laſt it flew away. 


Then might all people well diſcern 
The bottles he hed lung ; 

A bottle ſwinging at each ſide, 
As has been ſaid or ſong. 
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The dogs di beck, the children ſcream'd, | 
Up flew the windows al 
And ev'ry ſoul cry'd out, Well dane 
As loud as he could bowl 


Away went Gilpin—who but he 
His fame ſoon ſpread around — 

He carries weight |— he ridev a race |— 
»Tis for a thouſand pound 


And till, as faſt as he drew near, 

'T was wonderful to view, 

How, in a trice, the turapike-men 
Their gates wide open threw. 


And now, as he went bowing down 


His reeking head full low, 13 
The bottles twain, behind his back, 
2, Were ſhatter'd at a blow. 
W l * 
4 
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Down ran the wine into the road, 
Moſt piteous to be ſeen, 


And made his horſe's flanks to ſmoke, 
As he had baſted been. 


But fill he ſeem'd to carry weight, 
With leathern girdle brac'd ; 

For ſtill the bottle necks were left 
Both dangling at bis waiſt. 


Thus, all through merry Iſlington, 
Theſe gambols he did play, 

And till he came unto the Waſh 
Of Edmonton ſo gay. 


And there he threw the waſh about 
On both ſides of the way ; 

Juſt like vnto « trundling- mp, 
Or a wild-gooſe at play. 
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At Edmonton his loving wife 

| From the balcony ſpied 

Her tender huſband, wond'ring much 
To ſee how he did ride. 


Stop, ſtop, John Gilpin! here's the houſe “ 
They all at once did cry; 

The dinner waits, and we are tired! 

Said Gilpin—* 80 ar 1! | 


p But, ah! his borſe was not « whit 
Inclin'd to tarry there ; 

For why ? — his owner had a houſe 
Full ten miles off, at Ware. 


80 like an arrow ſwift he flew 

Shot by an archer ſtrong; » 

So did he fiy— which brings me to 
The middle of my ſong. 
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Away went Gilpin, out of breath, 
And fore againſt hi will, 

Till at his friend's, the callender's, 
His horſe at laſt ſtood till,” 


The callender, ſurprit d to ſee 

His friend in ſuch a trim, 

Laid down his pipe, flew to the gate, 
And thus sccoſted him — 


What news ? what news ?—the tidings tell? 
* Make haſte and tell me all! 

* Say, why bare - headed you are come, 
Or why you come at all?” 


Now Gilpin had « pleasant wit, 
And lov'd a timely joke ; 
And thus unto the callender, 
In merry ſtrains he ſpoke— 


| ( 140 ] 
© I came becauſe your hole would come; 
* And, if I well forbode, 
| * My hat and wig will ſoon be here; 
© They are upon the road,” 


The callender, right glad to find 
His friend in merry pin, | 

Return'd him not a ſingle word, 

But to the houſe went in: 


Whence firaight he came with hat and wig, 
A wig that droop'd behind, 

A hat not much the worſe for wear: 

Each comely in its kind. 


He held them up ; and, in his turn 
Thus ſhew'd his ready wit— 

0 My head is twice as big as yours, 
6 Fay Genin eh ant 


© But 


a #34, © 
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« But let me ſcrape the dirt away 
* That hangs about your face; 

Aud top and eat—for well you may 
« Be in a hungry caſe” ?! 


Said John—* It is my wedding-day ; 
And folks would gape and tare, 

« It wife ſhould dine at Edmonton, 
And | ſhould dine t Ware.” 


Then, ſpeaking to his horſe, he ſaid, 

© ] am n haſte to dine: 
4 Twas for your pleaſure you came here, 
« You ſhall go back for nune.” 


Ah! luckleſs word and bootleſs boaſt, 

For which he paid full dear; 
For, while be ſpoke, a braying aſs 
Did ſing moſt loud and clear : 


Whereat 
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Whereat his horſe did ſnort, as if 
He heard a lion roar ; 

And gallop'd eff, with all his might, 

As he had done before. 


| Away went Gilpin—and away 4 
Went Gilpin's hat and wig ; | 
He loſt them ſooner than at firſt : 


For why ?—they were too big. 


Now Gilpin's wife, when the had ſeen 
- Her huſband poſting down 

Into the country far away, 

She pull'd out half-a-crown ; 


- 


And thus unto the youth ſhe ſaid 
That drove them to the Bell, 
This ſhall be yours, when you bring back 
My huſband ſaſe and well. 


The 
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The youth did ride and icon they met ; 
He try'd to ſtop John's horſe 

By ſeizing faſt the flowing rein, 
But only made things worſe. 


For, not performing what he meant, 
And gladly would have done, 

He thereby frighted Gilpin's horſe, 

And made him faſter run. 


Away went Gilpin—and away 
Went poſt-boy at his heels ; 

The poſt- boy's horſe right glad to miſs 
The lumber of the wheels. 


Six gentlemen upon the road, 
Thus ſeeing Gilpin ly, 

With poſt-boy ſcamp'ring in the rear, 
They rait'd the hue-and-cry. 


Stop, 
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Stop thief !—ſtop thief !—a highwayman !' 
Not one of them was mute ; 
So they, and all that paſs that way, 
Soon join'd in the purſuit. 


But all the turnpike-gates again 
Flew open in ſhort ſpace ; 
The men ſtill thinking, as before, 
3 That Gilpin rode a race: 
F And ſohe did, and won it too, 
1 For he got firſt to town: 
Mor gopp'd till where he firſt got up 
= He did again get down. 


No let us fing— Long live the king 
Aud Gilpin, long live he ; 
* And when he next does ride abroad, 
May I be there to ſee l ä 


